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Foreword
‘My aim in setting up the Boat Building Academy was to
provide training for men and women of all ages that would
carry forward the best traditions of British boat building and
enable each of them to develop his or her potential using
the best modern techniques in boat construction. I am
particularly proud of the excellent standard that our students
Tim Gedge

achieve and of the success that so many have made in their
subsequent careers in the marine industry’.

Commander Tim Gedge AFC Royal Navy
Director, Boat Building Academy

'My visit to the Academy was truly inspirational. I found the
energy and commitment of the staff to be second to none.
Their dedication to their craft and the students, and their
passion for excellence in design and technical skills, clearly
explains the success rates that the Academy has, and the
very high level of results achieved by the students. You truly
Matthew Cowlbeck, John Lockwood and
Chris Humphries (left to right)

are a centre for excellence in your field!'

Chris Humphries
Director General, City & Guilds
April 2007

‘Your college has set the bench mark for the future of
training craftsmen which has long been the biggest worry of
traditional boat builders and repairers. Your college deserves
to go from strength to strength and I for one will
recommend it to anyone looking for a career in our industry.’

Tom Richardson
Owner, Elephant Boatyard, Hampshire, employer of two Academy graduates
14 June 2011
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Boat Building Academy
Introduction
The Boat Building Academy was founded in 1997. Boat building
as an industry in the United Kingdom had declined to such an
extent that in some places it had had almost entirely
disappeared. Where it did exist, the end product was often
mass-produced. Boat building skills still existed among those
with a lifetime of experience, but with the demise of the
traditional apprenticeship there were few ways of ensuring that
entrenched skills, learnt over generations, were passed on.
The Boat Building Academy aims to redress the balance and, while graduates do go to work for the larger
mass-production boat builders, they are equally at home in smaller yards with varied work in wood and
composites, or working for themselves building or restoring boats to commission. Some students use the
skills they have gained on the 38 week boat building or 8 week woodworking course to set up as joiners or
furniture makers.
All of the boat building or woodworking courses at the Academy are intensive and highly practical, with at
least 90% of students’ time spent in the workshop; classroom time is kept to a minimum. The Academy does
not undertake commercial work because we believe that people learn a wider, deeper range of skills without
the conflicts of interest that arise from the requirements of commercial work. The Academy builds a bigger
and wider range of boats in a year than any yard, enabling students to gain practical experience of many
different construction methods and techniques. Commercial work that we are offered is passed on to our
graduates.
In addition to gaining expertise in the practice and underpinning theory of boat building and allied fields
(e.g. woodworking skills) some students also have the opportunity to build their own boats as part of the
long course. Few places in the world offer this as part of an internationally recognised qualification. The
value to students is immense; they work through the entire process from ordering plans to lofting, to wood
selection, to setting up moulds, to building the boat, to fit-out, to painting and finishing and to the final
launch in Lyme Regis harbour, project managing the builds from start to finish.
Jack Chippendale MBE, doyen of British boat building, says of the Boat Building
Academy’s ‘small boat’ training:

‘I have built some 4000 small boats and trained around seventy apprentices on small
boat construction. Many of those apprentices now work for, manage or indeed own
companies building and servicing large sea-going craft. By contrast, I was never able to
integrate into the system those who came to small craft from the big boat sector.’
Jack Chippendale
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Students join the long course for many different reasons – some use their time here and the skills of the
instructors to develop an idea for starting a business. This means that prototype and developmental craft
are often designed and built on the course in addition to ‘standard’ boats. The use of these boats as
training aids encourages analytical thinking and problem-solving skills beyond the usual boat building
training norm. The flexibility and experience of the Instructors and the high Instructor to student ratio means
that students progress far beyond the level of a basic apprenticeship.
Students live and work together in the small community that is the
Boat Building Academy within the wider community of Lyme Regis.
They develop a close network of relationships with each other, past
students, instructors and marine industry visitors that prove invaluable
when they are looking for work or setting up businesses.
In addition to offering a City & Guilds qualification, the BBA is an RYA
City & Guilds visit

recognised Training Centre and is an MOD approved provider for
resettlement training under the Enhanced Learning Credits Scheme.

The reputation of the Academy in the marine industry is such that we are regularly approached by companies
who want to recruit people who can ‘hit the ground running’, have confidence in a wide range of practical
skills and understand the theories of boat construction and finishing. For employers the more mature of our
students bring a wealth of life experience to any job and our younger graduates have a maturity born from
being part of a group consisting of people of different ages and backgrounds living and working closely
together.
We stay in close contact with former students – informing them of employment opportunities, giving advice
on any marine project they may undertake, inviting them to launches and exhibitions, continuing to involve
them as much as possible in the rich life of the Academy and its contacts.
The education you receive from the Boat Building Academy and your membership of its community extends
far beyond the length of the course you join.

Lyme Regis Harbour
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Courses
The Boat Building Academy offers four different types of training. City & Guilds
certificated course go far beyond City & Guilds requirements.
38 week Boat Building, Maintenance and Support, the internationally
recognised boat building qualification incorporating City & Guilds
2463 Level 3 Diploma in Marine Construction, Systems Engineering
and Maintenance
8 week Woodworking Skills course incorporating City & Guilds 6218 Level 1 Certificate in ‘Basic
Construction Skills’. The course includes design and construction of a personal project piece,
usually furniture
One to five day Short Courses covering specific skill areas from ‘Build a Boat - Initial Set-Up’,
‘Traditional Wooden Boat Restoration’ and ‘Modern Wooden Boat Building to ‘Sail Design and
Maintenance’, ‘Sail Making’ and ‘Basic Woodworking’ and ‘Chair Making’ (see page 15 for all the
details of the current short course programme)
11 day Build Your Own West Greenland Kayak in a traditional method using modern materials.
Students on all of our courses spend a minimum amount of time in the classroom. We feel it is vital to ‘do’,
not talk about doing. Most courses operate on a 90% practical 10% theory split.
The City & Guilds qualifications form only part of the courses; on the boat building long course students
achieve almost twice the number of guided learning hours required by City & Guilds. For this reason we
award Boat Building Academy certificates in addition to City & Guilds certificates.
All of the courses are full-time. You are required to attend from 0830 to 1730 five days a week. The
workshops are also open in the evening and at weekends (subject to Health and Safety requirements being
satisfied). While this means the courses are intensive, it leads to the development of great momentum and
camaraderie in the classes, which is of immense value to students in terms of how much they learn and the
high standard of work they achieve in a relatively short space of time.

‘
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City & Guilds Level 3 2463*
Boat Building, Maintenance and Support
incorporating City & Guilds 2463 Level 3 Diploma in Marine Construction, Systems Engineering and Maintenance

38 week ‘long’ course
The flagship course which gained the Academy its international reputation as a world-leading boat building
training school. As part of the course some students have the opportunity to build a boat to take away at
the end of the course.
There are two start dates per year; March through to December and September through to June. The end of
each course is celebrated with the launch of course boats into Lyme Regis harbour.

The syllabus builds core competencies in boat building, with the emphasis on the practical.

In

broad outline the course timetable consists of:

Foundation - Woodworking Skills
We assume that everyone starts the course with no woodworking skills or
experience. During this intensive six-week phase you learn about a variety of
woodworking tools and how to sharpen them, becoming familiar with their setting
and use through practical experience. The Academy provides each
Splay head door
completed in week 4

student with a full set of tools and these remain with you throughout the
course. However, we expect anyone planning to enter the marine or

woodworking industries to build up their own tool kit. Students receive discount cards for Axminster
Power Tools and we are regularly visited by a local dealer of good quality second-hand tools.
You are introduced to the vast range of timber types used in boat construction,
including manufactured boards, and discuss selection and preparation, learning
about the faults and defects that occur in timber. You will be taught to produce
scarf, dovetail, widening and mortise and tenon joints. Joints are used to
Clinker section
completed in week 5

produce practical pieces such as a dovetail box and a splay-head door. Towards
the end of this phase you have the opportunity to construct your own toolbox,

an ideal place to store your own personal tool kit and a great way to demonstrate your skills.

Lofting
Lofting gives an understanding of the design process and a grasp of boat
building fundamentals. A table of offsets (boat dimensions taken from fixed
baselines) is all that is required to loft a boat. Knowing how to loft from offsets
massively extends the range of boats a builder has to choose from, particularly
traditional boats. Students loft the boats that will be built later in the course as
Lofting with
Jack Chippendale

well as completing ‘teaching aid’ lofts. Through the process of lofting you will
learn how to fair a hull and make adjustments for changes in the type of hull

construction (e.g. strip planking instead of clinker). You will also learn how to take lines from an existing
hull to produce a table of offsets. This allows boats for which no plans exist to be replicated.
*City & Guilds replaced the 2451 qualification with 2463, the new industry-recognised qualification from late 2011
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Template Making
In this phase students produce the moulds and templates that will be used in the construction of the
course boats. You are shown the variety of techniques for transferring shapes from lofting to pattern
material, look at which mould materials are best suited to particular hull construction types, how to
make efficient use of materials and discover which information it is important to transfer to templates
and which information it is not. You will also look at the difference between temporary moulds and
permanent frames.

Stitch and Glue Dinghy Build
A fast and furious week... The class is split into groups of four or five to learn
the basics of stitch and glue construction (also known as stitch and tape).
Each group builds a small dinghy from sheets of plywood and fits them out.
You are introduced to boat building techniques like scribing and sheathing
and one of the most commonly used modern boat building adhesives, epoxy.
The dinghies are reintroduced later in the course for the ‘Painting and
Finishing’ phase. Should you wish to buy one of the dinghies, they are available for the cost of the
materials, which is around £250.00.

Jig Planking
As a prelude to the construction of course boats, you will learn the basics of clinker, cold-moulded and
carvel planking on the Academy’s boat building training jigs. You will set up the backbone for a small
clinker dingy, laminate and fit the stem, shape and fit the transom and fit a garboard (the first and most
important plank). You also have the opportunity to fit planks on a number of different jigs using a
variety of construction methods.

Laminated Stem
This is the first of two City and Guilds assessment pieces. You will loft the forward section of a small
sailing dinghy, then take a template of the boat’s stem from the lofting and use that to set up a
laminating jig and produce a laminated dinghy stem. You will also take a short written test.

Fitting Out
Having completed the planking of one or more jig boats, they are now fitted out. During this phase you
undertake a series of tasks from fitting rubbing strips, making centreboards, to making floors or
installing foredecks.

Oar and Spar
One week learning the art of oar making and the theory of spar making,
covering the variety of methods available to produce timber oars and spars, be
they solid, hollow or of stave construction. Make your own ‘bollow’ plane (a
plane with a convex curve on two planes) to produce a spoon oar or
alternatively make a canoe or kayak paddle or a set of flat bladed oars for
your own boat. Later in the course masts and spars can be produced for the course boats.
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Glass Reinforced Plastics
Covering basic and more advanced (e.g. resin infusion) composite construction techniques and materials.
Practice basic lay-up techniques for polyester resin. You will discover the range of techniques available
for producing simple plugs and moulds and learn the basics of plastic repairs, grinding angles and
colour matching. At the end of the phase you will produce a 95cm model yacht, the second City &
Guilds assignment.

Painting and Finishing
Different paint and varnishing systems; single and two-pack, traditional and modern. Students learn how
to prepare different surfaces for paint and varnish application and techniques such as tipping off, for a
superior quality finish. Practise on a variety of items, from bright finishing rudders and tillers to painting
the dinghies made earlier on the course. All of these techniques are used when finishing course boats.

Wooden Boat Repairs & Restoration
We have a number of boats available for restoration work. (Students may also use a restoration project
as an ‘own boat’.) This phase of the course covers how to maintain or restore the shape of a vessel,
techniques for replacing planks, knees, deck beams and other items and shows common problems,
giving an overview of the problems that can occur on older boats. We also cover repairs to hulls
constructed using glued techniques such as cold moulding and glued clinker.

Boat Building
By the time you move down to the main workshop floor you have the skills
necessary to build a boat from start to launch. The moulds, or frames
(produced earlier in the course) are set up for each boat and the build process
for the boats now becomes the main teaching aid, from centreline
construction and planking to final fit out. See the section on page 10 ‘Build
Your Own Boat’ for more detailed information if you want to build a boat for yourself.

Stern Tubes and Prop Shaft Boring
The techniques used for setting up engines and aligning and boring shafts. Learn how to install engine
bearers on a variety of traditional and modern hulls and look at the variety of propulsion systems and
stern gear options available.

Decks and Above Deck Structures and Fittings
Methods of laying decks, traditional and modern, be they solid teak decks over traditional beams or a
modern plywood sub deck with thinner planking glued or screwed down. Sessions on fitting deck
beams, carlins and associated structures. Look at the variety of above deck structures; dog houses,
wheel houses, coach houses and the types of fittings available, the methods for fitting them and
appropriate reinforcements according to the deck construction.

Recreational Craft Directive (RCD)
Covering the basic requirements of the RCD and the impact it may have on your marine industry career.
All students are encouraged to produce an Owner’s Manual for course boats as an integral part of the
boat building process.
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Build Your Own Boat
Building boats as part of the course is integral to our training philosophy;
students learn by hands-on, practical, ‘start to finish’ experience of the boat
building process without the limitations imposed by the requirements of
commercial projects or the repetitive work needed on larger boats. The
value to students is immense, they follow the process from obtaining plans
to lofting, to ordering wood, to setting up moulds, to building the boat, to
fit-out, to painting and finishing and to the final launch in Lyme Regis
harbour, project managing the builds at every stage.
The skills learnt through this process can be taken into building, renovation, restoration and maintenance
work on boats. See the ‘Boats’ page on our website for photographic diaries of boats built since 2007.
We usually build about half as many boats as there are students on the course and do not guarantee that

everyone who wants to can build their own boat. Which boats are built is decided during the first three
weeks of the course through discussion between students, Instructors and the Principal. Boats built must
satisfy the Boat Building Academy’s overall training criteria in that:
They should be no larger than 16 foot (although we will make exceptions depending on the student’s
objective in building the boat and what other boats are being built on the course)
They are of a construction type appropriate for the course, generally these are glued and traditional
clinker, carvel, strip planked, cold moulded, composite, resin infused, stitch and tape and skin-on-frame.
Students can also choose to restore a boat
It is possible for the student to finish the build by the end of the course (although there are very rare
exceptions to this, again depending on the student’s objective in building that particular boat)
The Academy negotiates good discounts on the highest quality timber and
fixings and fittings, it is therefore possible to make significant savings over
the normal cost of building a new boat.
When potential students come for interview we discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of building an ‘own boat’, offering advice on which we feel
is more appropriate in terms of your aims and objectives of the course.
During the second half of the course we expect students to work on the boats with a certain amount of
autonomy. To this end the workshops are open at evenings and weekends, subject to Health and Safety
conditions being satisfied.
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Boat Launches
At the end of each course, December for the March courses and June
for the September groups, the boats built on each course are walked in
procession down to the sea and launched with due ceremony into
Lyme Regis harbour.
Friends, relatives, students, staff and the town gather at the water’s
edge to cheer as each boat, testament to the skill of the students, is
launched for the first time. It is a joyful and inspiring celebration of the
end of the course and the beginning of each student’s new life as a
qualified boat builder. After the boats come out of the water they are
walked back to the Academy where the students are presented with
their certificates at a ceremony in the workshop that has been their
home.
If you would like to join us for a launch in June or December to see the boats and meet the students, the
dates and times are announced on our website www.boatbuildingacademy.com
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Outings
Southampton Boat Show
Each September the Academy takes a day trip to the Southampton Boat Show. Entry to the exhibition and
the coach to Southampton are free to Academy students. Students’ guests are welcome for a nominal
contribution towards the coach.
At the show you get a good idea of the range of boats that are produced both in England and abroad, from
smaller more traditional wooden boats to high-end, state-of-the-art timber composite boats, and from lowcost mass-produced plastic daysailers to multi-storey super-yachts. You see firsthand the type of fitting out
that occurs on large and small boats and get a feel for the quality across the commercial range.
The faces behind the boats are also at the show. You get the opportunity to talk to managers and workers
about the type of work they do and discover what they look for in an employee. Many materials suppliers
are also there, giving you a chance to meet people you might deal with after the course if you start your
own business or want to ask advice on a project you are undertaking.

Boatyard Visits
Because student objectives for coming on the course vary widely we do not arrange group trips to yards;
one person’s glass fibre is another person’s traditional clinker. However, if you would like to visit a specific
boatyard or a yard specialising in a certain type of work we are very happy to arrange it for you and to
effect any introductions.

Beale Park Thames Boat Show
Each June the Boat Building Academy exhibits at the Beale Park Thames Boat Show in Pangbourne, Berkshire.
For the three days of the show past and present students exhibit their boats and have the opportunity to sail
and row on the Thames (our stand is at the water’s edge next to our pontoon). Staff and students camp on
site or stay nearby. It is a splendid opportunity to meet potential employers or clients, see old friends and
spend three days sailing and rowing the boats.
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‘Woodworking Skills’
8 weeks
City & Guilds Level 1 6218 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills
Design and make a personal project piece
While the ‘Woodworking Skills’ course is certificated by City & Guilds, the
syllabus is much wider than City & Guilds requirements. This is reflected in the
additional award of a Boat Building Academy certificate. Students learn about
wood and working with wood - from trees and wood selection through to
jointing, laminating and bending.
The training is based on the foundation phase of our 38 week boat building
course. It aims to equip students with the confidence and practical skills that will
enable them to work in the woodworking industry. Practical sessions form the
vast majority of the course and comprehensive handouts cover all aspects, both
Joints produced weeks 1 - 3

theory and practical.

The personal project piece gives students the opportunity, under the
watchful supervision of an expert designer/maker, to research, design and
make a piece of furniture using their newly developed skills. Projects, in
addition to tables and toolboxes have included a floating duck house, a
crib, a camera storage/display unit, a desk and chair and a plan chest. See
page 25 for Woodworking Skills student case studies.
Dovetail box week 3

In broad outline the course timetable consists of:
Timber types (including sheet materials) and preparation
Cutting joints:

lengthening – scarf
widening – butt, loose tongue, tongue and groove, dowel, mortise and tenons
dovetails – lapped, through and mitres
housings and halving joints

Rounding, laminating and bending timber (including steaming)
Woodworking adhesives from PVA to epoxy
Fixings
Use of power tools - router, biscuit jointer, mortise machine
Introduction to large woodwork machinery and its uses
Making a Rod - looking at how to aid woodworking
processes; specifically measuring, laying out and
marking out. These
techniques help prevent errors and also make
duplicating
projects much easier
Finishing Timber – surface preparation and use of oil,
wax and varnish
Design and make of personal project piece
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‘Woodworking Skills’ Personal Project
Because of the small size of the classes there is great flexibility in what students
choose to produce as their personal project. It could be a tool box based on a
classic apprenticeship piece or, at the other extreme, something a student would
like to make for their home. Whatever the student chooses it must be a piece of
work that demonstrates the skills learnt on the course.
Should you wish to enter the construction or woodworking industry the project
piece is an excellent practical representation of your work. We will initially discuss
the personal project piece during your interview. With assistance from the
Instructor you will decide what personal project you undertake during the first week of the course. Materials
for the personal project piece are charged at cost.
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Short Courses
The short course programme runs twice a year from January to April and from June to September. The
courses run from 1 to 5 days, offering people the opportunity to learn or sharpen their skills in specific areas.
We work on the basis that everyone joining a course has no knowledge of woodworking or boat building
(with the exception of those joining the ‘Chair Making’ course who should be practically minded with some
experience of woodworking).
People join short courses for a variety of reasons:
To develop practical skills
To take a hobby to a new level
To get help and specific advice for a boat renovation project or build
As a ‘taster’ for the 38 week boat building or 8 week Woodworking Skills courses
Professional advancement
For interest and the fun of being part of a group with a common interest
As an activity holiday
We are very happy to discuss and plan a programme of short courses for you should you have a specific
project in mind. If you book two or more courses there is a discount of 5%.

The short course programme for 2012:
Woodworking Courses
Introduction to Woodworking Skills
An easy and basic practical course for absolute beginners or the nervous. Learn about
tool selection and sharpening, tools’ use and what they do. This is a ‘stand alone’ course,
but is also appropriate for those who are apprehensive about joining the more intensive 5
day ’Basic Woodworking’ or 8 week ‘Woodworking Skills’ courses with little or no
experience of working with wood.

2-5 April 2012

£500

Basic Woodworking Skills
This highly practical five day course sets solid foundations for general woodworking skills;
tool selection, sharpening and maintenance, appropriate wood selection and timber
preparation, basic joints including dovetails and framing joints, lengthening and widening
joints. An intensive course suitable for confident beginners as well as those with a little
(perhaps schoolday) experience.

9-13 January and 2-6 July 2012

£625

14

Chair Making
Instructed by expert designer/maker Mark Ripley build a dining chair to take home in 5
days. Learn about chair design principles and ergonomics before making joints,
assembling, shaping, sanding and waxing your chair. You should be practically minded
with some woodworking experience in order to join this course. The fee for the chair
making course is the normal five day course fee, £625. This includes the cost of materials
for the chair and use of tools. The chairs are not upholstered due to time constraints.

5-9 March and 9-13 July 2012

£625

Boat Building Courses
Introduction to Boat Building
Ever wondered what a thwart or cold moulding is? This 'boat beginners' course looks at
how different boats are shaped and why, terminology, construction methods, materials,
propulsion, sails and rigs and rigging. Unusually for the Academy this is a classroom
based course but workshop walkabouts and short strolls to the harbour and Cornish Pilot
Gig shed to look at boats mean legs will be stretched regularly.

4-6 January and 11-13 July 201

£375

Build a Boat–Initial Set-up
Learn how to set up simple building frames and construct the backbone for both modern
and traditional wooden boats. Produce the stem, keel, hog and transom for a small
dinghy and fit all the components together to form the backbone. Learn how to set out
fair planking lines and how to fit the first plank or garboard to a clinker dinghy. The
theory of setting-up for cold moulded, strip planked and carvel builds is also covered.
Includes a main workshop session at the set-up stage of the range of boats being built by
the 38 week course.

16-20 January and 16-20 July 2012

£625

Traditional Wooden Boat Building
A practical course giving insight into the construction and repair of traditional clinker and
carvel built craft. Learn tool sharpening, scarfing, fitting of planks, riveting and steaming.
The course also covers the theory of set-up and the lining off of planks and set-up for
traditional builds. If time permits, you will also fit rubbing strips and knees.

23-27 January and 23-27 July 2012

£625

Modern Wooden Boat Building
Another highly practical course this time giving insight into the construction and repair of
modern wooden boats. Learn tool sharpening, shape and fit glued clinker and cold
moulded planks. Learn the basics of scarfing for the lengthening of planking timbers.
Understand the theory of modern methods for setting up building moulds and backbone
arrangements and basic lamination of timber components. If time permits you will also
fit rubbing strips and internal components.

30 January – 3 February and 30 July – 3 August 2012

15

£625

Wooden Boat Restoration
A five day melting pot of traditional and more modern restoration techniques. Activities
include tool sharpening, timber preparation, scarfing, gluing, removal and refitting of
clinker planking, riveting and steam bending. Time permitting you will also refit internal
components such as thwarts, risers and knees.

6-10 February and 6-10 August 2012

£625

Renovation and Finishing
Instructed by Colin Henwood, of Henwood and Dean, master the techniques for producing a high grade
paint or varnish finish; removing old finishes, preparing surfaces and applying the new finish.

13-17 February 2012

£625

Half Model Making
Half models were used to design boats and are a way of
remembering a boat from the past or taking a step towards one for
the future. Making half models clarifies the intricacies of boat plans
and is a great way to enjoy woodworking if you have limited time
and tools. Choose between joining us for three or five days:

Three days: Make a half-model of a boat chosen by us.
Five days: In addition to the above, make a half model of the boat of your choice. Talk to us about
what you want to make before the start of the course.

3-7 March and 25-29 August 2012

£375 (3 day) or £625 (5 day)

Sail Related Courses
Sail Making
To our knowledge the only sail making course available in Europe. The
course involves modern sailmaking techniques using a Sailrite sewing
machine. Hand stitching is only used for emergency repairs and final
finishing. For most students it is the first time they have ever used a sewing
machine, but they leave the course being able to undertake most sail repairs
and construct their own sails. A highly practical course designing, cutting
shapes, hand/machine sewing and maintaining traditional sails for anything
from a small dinghy to a round-the-world yacht. Students come to learn sail making for various reasons;
some want to learn how to repair sails before going on a world cruise, some will set up their own
sailmaking/repair business. Contact us in advance if you want to work on specific sails for yourself.

6-10 February and 25-29 June 2012

£625

Make a Sail in a Weekend
A hard graft weekend giving an insight to sail construction. Students will build one sail with questions and
answers as you go. On the last day a name will be picked out of a hat, the person whose name is drawn
takes the sail home.

21-22 January 2012

£250

16

Rigs & Rigging
All aspects of spars and rigging for cruising and racing yachts, keelboats, dayboats and racing dinghies.
Extensive practical sessions include whipping cordage, properties and splicing of modern fibres e.g. spectra,
and making Talurit eyes in wire stays. Comprehensive notes included. This course is complementary to both
sail making courses.

2-3 February 2012

£250

Onboard Courses
The following three courses can be taken individually or run together to provide wider knowledge of boat
systems.

Diesel Engines (RYA)
This course is part practical, part theory. Learn to maintain your marine diesel
engine and diagnose and deal with common problems. Syllabus, over two days,
wider than standard RYA certification, including gear boxes, drive lines, propellers,
engine instrumentation etc. (Course fee includes RYA certificate).

28-29 January 2012

£250

Yacht & Boat Electrics
This course is aimed at sailors and professionals wanting to learn the fundamentals of electrics for vessels of
less than 24 metres. DC and AC systems tackled. Comprehensive learning pack supplied with the course.

30-31 January 2012

£250

Marine Electronics
Aiming to keep everyone up-to-date with the latest navigation and safety electronics for marine use,
including how instrumentation works, fitment, calibration, fault finding and legal aspects. Reference notes
included.

1 February 2012

£125

Rope Work and Wire Splicing
Spend two days learning rope and wire work and wire splicing techniques. If your boat
needs spliced rope or wire rigging our Instructor will show you how to make what’s
needed.

13-14 February and 28-29 August 2012
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£250

Students

Tea Break

Our courses are designed for those changing career as well as the school leaver. There is no upper age limit
(our oldest student was 72) but as a rule we do not take students under 18, although we have made
exceptions. Our students have come from all over the world and their backgrounds are as diverse as their
reasons for being here:
wanting a first-time career in the marine or woodworking industries
to build a boat or produce a specific and perhaps complex piece of joinery
gaining additional skills relevant to their employment
needing a career break or sabbatical
looking to change career
taking a hobby to a higher level of skill
We work with students to ensure that their personal objectives of the course are met as far as possible. It is
very important therefore, that we are aware of your ambitions as early as possible and that you communicate
any change to your plans as soon as possible.
Two of our graduates have won the prestigious British Marine Federation Trainee of the Year award – Gail
McGarva in 2005 and Rob Hitchen in 2008. Gail has gone on to be the first woman Cornish Pilot Gig builder.
We are frequently contacted by employers and through our network of contacts in the marine industry help
students look for work. Boat Building Academy graduates are working in small, medium and large boatyards,
on anything from composite luxury yachts to traditional wooden dinghies, in places as diverse as Scotland
and Cornwall, Antigua and Cambodia. Some have come to Lyme Regis and never left...
Our internet Graduate Group (open only to graduates of the Academy) gives details of jobs, project
opportunities, event details and invitations, latest news and photos. It is also a great place to network and
stay in touch with old friends.
The case studies on the following pages detail what just a few of our graduates are doing now.
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Case Studies
Jack Soesman – Class of March 2010
From lighting technician in London to boat builder in Scotland, Jack graduated
from the long course in December 2010 and started work with A & R Way
Boatbuilding at the end of January 2011. His aim after the course was to work
in a traditional wooden boat yard, which is exactly what he’s doing. Jack works
on a large range of projects including assisting on the new build of a 16ft skiff
and fitting out a 36ft yacht with new floors, seats, decking and interior cabin
frames.

www.aandrwayboatbuilding.co.uk

Tim Price – Class of September 2009
Originally from South Africa, Tim joined us from Alderney in the Channel Islands
where he worked on water taxis. Tim has always worked in and around boats;
he is a MCA licensed Master of Yachts and his experience includes yacht
delivery, crewing and sailing instructor. After graduating in June 2010 Tim
immediately started work with Elephant Boatyard in Southampton. The yard
offers services in new builds, restoration and repairs for a range of boats from
classic wooden to GRP yachts and motor-boats. Tim’s first job was to re-caulk a teak deck and he’s since
replaced the floors on an old gaffer and put planks on a 50ft carvel motor yacht. He is currently fitting out a
new teak deck on a “lovely classic sail yacht”. He also worked on ‘Overlord’, a Windfall yacht captured from
Germany in 1945. Tim’s thoughts on his new life as a boat builder – “It's brilliant! Not only am I doing the
kind of work I want to do, working on classic wooden yachts, but it's opened doors to get out on the water
on them too.”

www.elephantboatyard.co.uk

Tom Trevessey, a fellow graduate of Tim’s, also works at Elephant

Russell Gale - Class of September 2008
After 30 years in a successful career on the railway Russell had the chance to
change direction. He saw the 38-week course as an ideal pathway into a new
career and found the prospect of learning a trade and working with his hands very
attractive. After finishing the course in June 2009 Russell began working for BAE
Systems at the Britannia Royal Naval College in Dartmouth. During 6 months he
was involved in the refit of two 38ft sailing yachts, one 45ft Picket Boat and three
30ft whalers. Russell commented that at first he was a little nervous, but his
workmanship and knowledge made him a valued worker who was trusted to work
unsupervised on a variety of work including GRP hull repairs, stripping out, replacing bulkheads, cutting out
and reinforcing deck areas. His next step was to gain more sailing experience so he completed a skipper
course and worked as a skipper for Cornish Cruising. In 2011 Russell is launching his own yacht
charter/training business called RMG Marine. The company will offer RYA Day Skipper and Competent Crew
courses via Fowey Maritime Centre. He will also offer skippered charters, mileage builders and cruises to
North Brittany, Channel Isles, Scillies and the South coast of Devon and Cornwall.
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David Taper - Class of March 2008
David Taper trained as a transport designer at university before becoming a secondary
school Design Technology teacher. He was inspired to learn boat building after his
students won the 2008 Schools Marine Challenge with their radio-controlled power boats.
Since graduating David has set up his own workshop and company, Newton Boat Works,
and is making GRP canoes similar to the 15ft Western Red Cedar stripped plank canoe he
made while on the long course. We do not usually print student testimonials, but felt the
following from David sums up the Academy’s approach to training:
“The 38 week course really appealed to me as I didn't want to spend several years at college not
earning. I wanted to be exposed to new tasks quickly and pick up the skills then move on to the next
job. Sometimes in education you feel that the tutors are talking for the sake of talking. I never got
that feeling at the BBA. They are all like minded people who have had to get things done as quickly
and as easily as possible in the real world and want you to be able to do the same. The second half
of the course is mostly building boats from scratch. Whilst doing this you are learning all the time,
even if you don't realise it. You can be sanding for 5 hours but you have learned not to put so much
filler on next time! Your personal progression is clear from the quality and speed at which you
complete jobs as the course moves on. First time it might take a whole day, second time you might
be finished by lunchtime and you wonder what took you so long before. Before you know it you are
tackling something you would never have dreamed of doing and it turns out really well. Being
immersed in the whole boat building environment and just walking around the workshop is a valuable
experience each day. You can see how others have approached similar tasks and benefit from their
mistakes and vice versa.”

www.newtonboatworks.co.uk

Jamie Poynton - Class of March 2008
Jamie grew up near Lyme Regis in Axmouth, Devon. Before joining us
at the BBA he commuted weekly to Eel Pie Island in London to work
with his Grandad renovating a 1950s tug. City & Guilds awarded Jamie
a full bursary which enabled him to fund the course, as part of which he
built a 14ft V hull stitch and glue, marine ply and epoxy outboard
runabout, based on a V-shaped ski boat. After the course Jamie
returned to his Grandad’s boat yard in London and finished the
restoration of the tug boat among other projects. He now puts his hand to a wide range of tasks; from
fitting wooden floors and interior work, to making engine boxes and, more recently, re-planking a 50ft
fishing boat.

Rob Murphy - Class of March 2008
Rob worked as a carpenter and was making and playing his own guitars when he
began the long course. After graduation Rob worked on narrow boats; fit-out, line-out
(insulation), ballasting, engineering, and painting and finishing. In January 2010 he
changed jobs and now works for T. Nielsen and Co Ltd in Gloucester on boats of up to
170ft. Here Rob is doing a bit of everything, most recently making a mast and
bowsprit for a 60ft Pilot Cutter.

www.tnielsen.co.uk
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Mike Lowson - Class of March 2008
Mike was born in the fishing community of Arbroath, Angus. After working for
British Rail as an operations manager he became Director of Tourism for the
Aviemore and Spey Valley Tourist Board, launching a wide-ranging career in PR and
journalism (Mike writes a regular column for The Press and Journal in Scotland).
Mike’s sailing interests led to various boat restoration projects and his aim in
coming on the course was to set up his own boatbuilding/restoration business.
On graduation he set up NorthBoats, a small family-run boatbuilding, repair and
restoration business situated in the heart of north-east Scotland's countryside. Since then Mike has
undertaken various boat building, restoration and woodworking projects, his first commission being a 16ft
Shetland-style skiff with a cutter rig. Mike says ‘The high point was seeing the customer's face when we put
it in the water and he set off on his first trip. He was delighted and that made me very proud.’

Visit Mike’s website and take a look at his entertaining blog, www.northboats.co.uk

John Harris - Class of September 2007
While working as a Consulting Engineering Geologist John made a kit boat with oars
and spars and came on a Basic Clinker Boat Building and Repair short course here at
the Academy. On retirement he decided to get away and fulfil a lifelong ambition by
learning ‘how to build boats properly’.
John now runs Tavy Wooden Boats in Tavistock, and has just begun the speculative
build of a Francoise Vivier ‘Ebihen 15’ Dayboat. Tavy Wooden Boats specialises in the
construction, repair and maintenance of a variety of traditionally styled wooden boats and canoes built using
modern materials and methods. John’s website shows the very high standard of his work.

www.tavywoodenboats.co.uk

Chris Humpage – Class of September 2007
Before the course Chris had a varied career which included painting and
decorating, teaching watersports, running a French bar, a radio/television
production company and last, but not least, working as a deckhand in Antibes.
Since the course Chris has continued working on yachts across the world and
says; “there isn't really a day goes by when I don't use the skills I learnt in one
way or another. And it’s not all about the building of boats, it's just the practical
brain - thinking things through, working out problems and more importantly
giving things a go and then finding out that you were more than capable of doing them in the first place.”
According to Chris, painting and varnishing experience and knowledge is the most important thing any deck
crew member can have, and, at the moment he has 300m of teak capping rail to strip back, varnish and
finish which will involve about 9 coats overall. “I also do a lot of other extra jobs on board purely down to
the skills I learnt in Lyme, like changing planks on the deck, using power tools and other carpentry work.”
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Charlie Hussey - Class of September 2007
Charlie spent twenty five years working in the IT industry, the last fifteen as a
founding director of an IT services company. In early 2007 he decided to look for a
new career and when he visited the Boat Building Academy in May of that year
realised he’d found it. During the course Charlie built a carvel planked Maine Coast
Peapod which he now rows and sails in Scotland. After completing the course he set
up as a freelance Marine Carpenter in Edinburgh and has been undertaking both
yacht and dinghy restoration and repair work since then. Charlie documents a
number of his on-going projects on his website at www.marinecarpentry.com

Ian Thomson - Class of September 2007
Ian was previously Head of Marketing for the mail-order boat
accessories company Nauticalia. He sails extensively and joined the
course because he wanted to develop an alternative to inflatable
tenders – something that was quicker to assemble, better to row,
sailable, prettier to look at, and fun to use. Ian had tried building a
prototype on his own, but needed expert assistance. The Boat Building Academy’s 38 week course was a
way of gaining the practical and technical skills he needed with the bonus that he could build the prototype
as part of the course. The first ‘Nestaway’, a two-section nesting 8ft Pram Dinghy, was launched at the end
of his course in June 2008.
He has since developed a two-part Stem Dinghy and a ‘Trio’, a 14’ dinghy that fits
into the back of an estate car. Larger versions of the Stem and Pram Dinghies are in
development. Most of the woodwork on the boats is now completed by other BBA
graduates, as Ian is too busy running the company to build. His design and
craftsmanship have attracted a great deal of attention from the general press,
specialist magazines and boating internet sites. ‘Nestaway’ exhibits at most UK boat
shows and Ian sold his (landmark) 100th boat in 2010. He continues to develop
new models for the Nestaway group.

www.nestawayboats.com

Simon Shard - Class of September 2007
Simon was an aircraft mechanic (radio and radar) in the Royal Navy before a serious motor
bike accident forced his medical discharge. His injuries immobilised him for five years.
When he was fit again he started looking for a new career. While on the course he decided
that he loved working with wood, but did not want to build boats. Simon set up a
workshop in Somerset and has already won orders from Yandles, an award-winning wood
centre, for high quality workbenches and chess sets that he designs and makes.
He has also undertaken several commissions for bespoke wooden furniture, but
is taking a break to renovate his new house making panelling, timber framing
and an oak staircase. Simon exhibited at Yandles Woodworking Show, which
lead to him exhibiting at the European Woodworking Show, where he returned
to show his latest projects.
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Bob Jennings - Class of March 2007
Bob graduated as a biochemist and worked for the same laboratory supplies
company for 32 years – in laboratories, human resources, IT management and
European marketing. When he took early retirement he built a Swallow Boat
‘Storm 15’ stitch and glue boat. Bob enjoyed the experience but wanted to
learn more about traditional boat building techniques so joined the course at
the Academy. Bob built a 10’ traditional clinker rowing/sailing boat while here.
On leaving the Academy he worked as an Instructor Assessor at the Marine
Skills Centre in Poole, teaching marine apprentices practical and theoretical NVQ and City & Guilds
certificated boat building, but we welcomed him back to the Academy in 2009 as a part-time Instructor.

Peter Heselgrave – Class of March 2007
Peter had done ‘random’ jobs for two years before joining the long course in 2007.
Since leaving the Academy he has worked as a laminator and boat builder for Ice
Marine in Surrey who specialise in building high speed offshore powerboats.
Current projects include two 35ft boats and a 51ft cruiser. Peter’s last project was a
prototype hydrofoil system to reduce the impact of a harsh ride. The three units
Peter helped produce for the system, called Ares, are now being tested by the US
Navy in Hawaii. Peter usually works with fibreglass but has done work on a carbon
fibre rib using epoxy resin. His work involves a variety of jobs from waxing moulds
to fitting out the boats, he has also done repair work and plug manufacture and finishing.

www.icemarine.com

Gail McGarva - Class of September 2004
After 11 years as a British Sign Language Interpreter Gail turned her mind
and hands to boatbuilding. She received a full City & Guilds bursary to
fund the course. On the course Gail built a replica of a ‘Gardie Boat’ (the
last of which is exhibited in the Boat Haven Museum on Unst in the
Shetland Isles). Gail was named the British Marine Federation’s Trainee of
the Year 2005. Gail worked in Ireland on a 38' Atlantic Challenge gig build.
On her return to England she built a 12’ clinker sailing dinghy, while
working part-time for the Boat Building Academy.
When newly-formed Lyme Regis Gig Club asked the Boat Building Academy
to tender to build their first gig Gail was central to our decision to proceed. She project managed the build,
involving students and the local community. The gig is ‘one of the best gigs’ the Cornish Pilot Gig Rowing
Association (who measure every gig built to ensure adherence to the tolerances) had seen. See page 27 for
more information on the build. After ‘Rebel’ Gail built a second gig, ‘Black Ven’ for the Lyme Regis club, and
in 2010 was back in the Academy’s workshop learning to build a Lerret
(traditional Dorset fishing boat) by eye from Roy Gollop, a local boat
builder skilled in traditional crafts. ‘Littlesea’ was launched on 31 July
2010. After a little fundraising Gail became resident of the BBA ‘Trow
Shop’ in September 2011 where LRGC’s third gig is now underway.
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Woodworking Skills
Jack Pammenter – Class of August 2010
In 2010 Jack decided to make the jump and pursue a career in carpentry. After
seven years working his way up the management ladder at a large UK retail
company Jack decided that the hours he was working were too long and that
his quality of life was “rubbish”. Jack had always had practical skills and
enjoyed restoring classic cars and creating objects from random pieces of
wood. On completion of the 8-week Woodworking Skills course Jack began
working for a local heritage timber frame builder. The skills he learnt were put into practice and developed
further while tackling jobs such as laying wooden floors and replacing wooden windows and floor joists.
Jack is now in Australia renovating houses. The work is wide-ranging and at times challenging. He and his
girlfriend aim to buy and renovate their own home. Jack’s big goal, once he has developed his skills further,
is to start his own business renovating timber frame buildings.

Richard James – Class of October 2009
In 2009 Richard James joined the 8-week Woodworking Skills course. The course was
part-funded by his employer Dart Pleasure Craft Ltd, and enabled Richard to sharpen his
existing woodworking abilities. Richard works mostly as Master on wooden and steel
vessels of up to 120 tons, but uses his woodworking skills to maintain the boats and
make wooden furniture. Lately he has refitted the bar area of a boat, made numerous
pieces of furniture, and made repairs to all of the company vessels as well as laying a
whole new deck.

Ross Friend – Class of May 2009
Before joining the 8-week Woodworking Skills course, looking for a career change,
Ross worked as a Consultant Lighting Systems Engineer specialising in aircraft
external lighting. Ross had little idea how he would go on to use the skills, but
shortly after the end of the course secured a job at a secondary school as a Design
and Technology Technician. Ross assists teachers by preparing materials for lessons,
providing general maintenance and repair for classroom machines and giving oneto-one tuition to students with their projects and wood lathe work. Ross really
enjoys his job, and says that without the confidence and knowledge gained from his training at the BBA it
would have been impossible to secure.

Francois Van Zyl – Class of February 2009
Francois worked in the carpentry industry for 8 years before he came to the Boat
Building Academy to obtain a qualification in the subject and learn more about furniture
making. He says the knowledge he gained was far greater than he expected. Francois
also said, ‘It was also great to work in the same workshop where so many beautiful
boats were being built. That all just added to the whole experience for me’. The course
increased his skill level, and the results, shown in his final project piece (completed in
the last three weeks of the course) were extremely impressive.
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Cornish Pilot Gig for Lyme Regis Gig Club
The Boat Building Academy does not normally accept commercial work, but when the
newly formed Lyme Regis Gig Club approached the Boat Building Academy in 2007 and
asked us to tender to build their first gig we couldn’t refuse.
Gail McGarva, a graduate of the Academy who had worked on an Atlantic Challenge gig,
was instructing at the Academy at the time and, as she specialises in traditional wooden
Steaming in the timbers boat building, was the perfect person to project manage the build. After discussion with

and approval from the Cornish Pilot Gig Association (who are closely involved in every stage of new gig
building) the Academy tendered for and won the commission.
The gig was the first built using computer-generated mylars (plans). It was built in the
main workshop, and was part of the everyday life of the school. Gail involved as many
students and members of the local community as possible; everyone at the Academy
at least knocked in a rivet and evening classes were run for those members of the gig
club who wanted to make their own set of training oars. At three stages the Cornish
Pilot Gig Association measured to ensure that the strict tolerances were adhered to.
Turning

‘Rebel’, named after the Duke of Monmouth who started his 17th
century rebellion against the Crown on Monmouth Beach where
the Boat Building Academy stands today, was launched on 29th
June 2008. She was walked down from the Boat Building Academy
to the harbour by the mayor, the vicar, the town crier, students
and the town. Blessings were read, salt was strewn and ‘Rebel’
rowed across the sweep of Lyme Bay.
Launch day

Gail went on to build the town’s second gig ‘Black Ven’ in 2010 and is now the resident of the BBA ‘Trow
Shop’ building a third gig with help from volunteers.
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Accommodation
Lyme Regis Marine Centre
The Marine Centre not only houses the Boat Building Academy, but also
living accommodation for students. There are twelve single study
bedrooms, a large fully equipped kitchen, dining room/sitting room with
woodburning stove, shared bath and shower rooms, and a further sitting
room.
Accommodation, subject to availability, is offered to all students on
courses at the Boat Building Academy. Should the accommodation be full,
we will help you find a suitable place to stay in Lyme Regis or the
surrounding area, whether it be for one night or 38 weeks.
The main areas of the accommodation are looked after by Wendy, our
housekeeper. Students are responsible for cleaning their own rooms
(although clean bed linen is provided), cooking and washing up, although home-cooked breakfast and lunch
are available at a minimal cost on weekdays. There are coin-operated washing machines, a tumble drier, iron
and ironing board and each resident is given fridge and larder space. The sitting room upstairs is equipped
with a television, DVD player and video recorder, the dining room has a television. There is wireless
broadband access in most parts of the building, including the bedrooms. We have recently installed solar
panels for heating our hot water.
Rooms are reserved on a ‘first come, first served’ basis, as people book their places on a course, although we
do try to give priority to students on the 38 week boat building course.
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Lyme Regis
Lyme Regis, ‘The Pearl of Dorset’, is situated
on the South West coast of England in the
centre of the Jurassic Coast. The ancient
harbour at the heart of the town, The Cobb,
has provided seafarers with a safe haven for
many centuries.
Lyme was first mentioned in 774AD, and is a
gateway town to the first designated natural
World Heritage Site in the United Kingdom;
the Jurassic Coast, famous for the abundance
of fossils found freely along the shores and
beaches. Because of cliff erosion, Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous rock strata are clearly visible in the cliffface. It is said that a walk along the coast is an almost unbroken journey through 185 million years of
geological time.
The sea has been central to the development of Lyme Regis: 8th century monks evaporated sea water to
make salt; Cromwell fortified the town because of its strategic importance; the Duke of Monmouth landed on
Monmouth Beach when returning from exile to lead a revolt against James I. The rebellion was quashed, and
twelve men hanged on the spot where the Duke first set foot on English soil. The Boat Building Academy
now stands on Monmouth Beach.
In the 18th century the industrial revolution took business to the North of England and ships became too
large to berth at The Cobb. The population of the town dropped, and the only growth industry was
smuggling. But then, in the 19th century, Lyme became important as a tourist town and this importance
continues today.
Because of its history and position as one of the ‘gateway’ towns Lyme Regis has unique character and
charm. With its steep, narrow streets and Georgian architecture, it has a pace of life difficult to find
anywhere else at the beginning of the 21st century. The town has a vibrant group of small galleries and
studios, a 1930’s cinema and a small theatre overlooking the sea where the local drama, opera and
pantomime societies, as well as professional companies, put on their productions. The town band play on
the esplanade, the majorettes march at the head of every procession, the football team play each week in
The Perry Street League. Everyone hears the flares go up when the lifeboat is called out. There is a great
sense of community in Lyme Regis. On Monmouth Beach, at the Boat Building Academy, you are part of
that community.
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How to apply
Interview
We do not believe that a requirement for formal qualifications or any form of test are helpful in assessing
whether candidates will complete a course successfully. We look for a mature attitude, motivation and a
clear enthusiasm and willingness to pursue the highest standards. Application and dedication to the course
are key.
All potential Long Course and ‘Woodworking Skills’ students are asked to attend for interview and bring a
simple cv. The Training Manager will take you on a tour of the Academy, giving you the opportunity to visit
the workshops, see what work is being produced and what boats built, in addition to meeting students on
the courses and seeing the accommodation. You will then discuss with the Principal why you want to join
the course, what you hope to achieve on it, whether you hope to build a boat or not (if you know at this
stage) and what you hope to do with your skills at the end of the course. Finally you will discuss with the
Principal any further questions that your visit may have raised.
The interview process is constructed to give you a feel for the work and life of the Academy, so that you can
make a decision about whether this form of training, intensive and highly practical, is appropriate for you.
The interview process takes between two and three hours, at the end of which, if you are a suitable candidate
for the training, you will be offered a place.
If people prefer not to come for interview initially, but would rather visit on a more informal basis, we are
always happy to let people look round. All we ask is that you give us advance notice that you are coming.

If you cannot attend for interview
If for any reason you cannot attend for interview we ask you to send us your resumé. If we feel you are a
suitable candidate we will contact you and ask you to make an appointment for a telephone interview. On
the prearranged day at the prearranged time either the Principal or the Director will, when you telephone,
conduct a telephone interview, on the basis of which you will be offered a place on the course if the
interview is satisfactory.

28

The costs
Introduction
The course fees for the 38 week City & Guilds 2463 Level III Boat Building, Maintenance and Support course
and the Woodworking Skills course include:
All City & Guilds registrations

Some personal protective equipment

Use of tools

Stationery

Materials

Visit to Southampton Boat Show

Tea, coffee and biscuits a.m. and p.m.
We ask that people reserve a place on the longer courses with a 10% deposit, with the balance paid one
month prior to the start of your course. Short course fees are paid in full when reserving a place.

Should you need advice on access to funding please contact the administration office. We will be
happy to supply you with information.

38 week Boat Building, Maintenance and Support
The fee for the course starting in September 2012 is £13,950. The only extras are for the materials of items
you choose to take away with you. We receive good discounts from our suppliers and discounts are passed
to you. You may choose to take away a toolbox, oars and (last but not least) a boat. Included in the fee are
the plastic model boat, clinker section, laminated stem, bollow plane, joints and a 7ft oar that you make
during the foundation phase of the course.

Woodworking Skills
The fee for the course is £3,450.00 plus the materials for your personal project piece. Again, students benefit
from the good discounts we receive from our suppliers. All pieces you produce other than the personal
project piece are included in the fee.

Accommodation
The cost of the accommodation varies depending on how long your stay will be. We can accommodate
visitors, depending on availability of rooms:
Long course students intending to stay for 38 weeks

£90.00 per week

Woodworking Skills students intending to stay for 8 weeks

£100.00 per week

Those on short courses

£30.00 per night
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Contact us
The Boat Building Academy is a small organisation with great
expertise, always happy to talk to people about their ambitions or
training needs. Because of our size we can often create programmes
or adapt courses to individual requirements. All you need to do is
contact us.

Write:

Boat Building Academy Ltd
Lyme Regis Marine Centre
Monmouth Beach
Lyme Regis
Dorset DT7 3JN

Telephone:

+44 (0)1297 445545

Email:

office@boatbuildingacademy.com

Fax:

+44(0)1297 445559

Website:

Our website contains much information that cannot be
included in this prospectus. If you would like to see more about the students and the boats they build, links to articles
written about the Academy and a constantly changing
snapshot of Academy life please visit:

www.boatbuildingacademy.com
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